The Major Arcana: Archetypes and the Tarot – an introduction

The Major Arcana can be seen first as representing archetypes, or major, universal forces at work in a person’s life.  They can also represent abilities or potentials that we all have – those that are active now, or those that are wanting or needing to manifest.

The Major Arcana can also have mundane interpretations- ordinary, everyday meanings.  Then they are more like guiding principles.

When the Major Arcana function as archetypal forces in a person’s life, they are like the tides – they effect everything, the whole picture, each individual relationship, environment, and action.

The Relationship between the Major Arcana and the Minor Arcana

If the Major Arcana are like tides, then the minors are like the waves.  They are the events or circumstances in our lives through which the energy of the majors operate, or can be seen to work.

One way of thinking goes like this: the energy or the ideals represented in the Major Arcana are expressed in our lives through 

the conditions, relationships,  or changes represented in the Minor Arcana

We can look to the Minor Arcana to shed light on events, or circumstances or relationships.  And we can look at the Major Arcana when we want to understand the meaning behind the events, or the principles involved.

