The Structure of the Tarot Deck

There are 78 cards in a Tarot deck.  They are divided, first, into The Major Arcana and the Minor Arcana.

The Major Arcana has twenty-two cards that refer to the major forces, or events that occur in our lives. 

The Minor Arcana has fifty-six cards, divided into four suits, each containing fourteen cards.

In the modern deck of playing cards:

The four suits are:        Diamonds             Hearts                 Spades       and         Clubs

In the Tarot: 

The Four Suits are:       Pentacles               Cups                  Swords      and         Wands

These Four Suits correspond to the Four Elements – 

                                       Earth                    Water                   Air         and            Fire

In the Tarot, Pentacles represent material possessions, industry, business, commerce, trade, finances, and security. They deal with the external level of consciousness. Pentacles mirror the outer situations of your health, finances, work, and creativity.  Pentacles have to do with the mundane material things of life, property, money, home and nature. Also manifestation, realization, proof and prosperity.

Cups have to do with love, the emotions, feelings, your sensitivity, relationships, and your family life. They deal with the emotional level of consciousness. 

Swords represent the mind, the intellect, and rationality.   Intellect can be used for either good or ill and must be balanced by spirit and feeling.

Wands represent fire, and they have to do with primal energy, growth, the will, inspiration, determination, strength, and creativity.  Wands are also original thought and the seeds through which life springs forth.

