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Solid Ground, by Jason Espada

5 days to go and counting.  Are you on solid ground?

Like most people who have been of voting age since the 1970’s, I know this election to be by far the most important of my lifetime. 

No other election even comes close in terms of the effect it will have on our future.  But when I read and hear the build up of Obama – all the hope being placed on this one man, and read of the sheer terror people say they have of the unthinkable happening – I can’t help but feel that very few of us on the progressive side are standing on anything like solid ground.

The current thought seems to be, ‘Let’s just get past this next week, and then we can talk about how to get our country back.’

And while it’s true that Barack is clearly the most intelligent, articulate candidate to offer himself for public service in the last 40 years, the fetid legacy of not only the last 8 years, but the last 30 years of corrupt right wing political control, is too much to expect one man to solve.

People are saying – and some seriously saying -  that they’ll leave the county if he doesn’t win, to which I say, fine.  If that’s the case, if you would give up so easily, then you weren’t in it for the long haul anyway.

This next election could be stolen too, like the last 2 were, or any other scenario can play out that keeps power in the hands of the far right, morally corrupt monied class.  What then?

However the next week unfolds, what this country needs will be exactly the same:

people committed to social justice, 

to the fair side of America’s ideal, 

and to the furthering of genuine democracy (whoa – now there’s an idea whose time has come)

30 plus years of corruption

When Ford pardoned Nixon (innocent as his crimes now appear) he left the door open.  Presidents who commit crimes get a free pass.  And so we got Reagan – and the Iran-contra scandal (oh, the good old days – he seems innocent as a baby compared what we’ve had to endure the last 8 years)

Again, no one was held accountable, and so now here we are in 2008, having had to endure a morally bankrupt administration that has given us Halliburton, Blackwater, Abu Grahib, extraordinary rendition, government sanctioned torture, two stolen elections, the government spying on its own citizens, habeas corpus suspended, the constitution of no consequence- and so we have strange terms enter our vocabulary, such as ‘retroactive immunity’  (say whaat??!!)  Guantanamo Bay, a war we were lied into, in violation of every international law against unprovoked aggression, endemic corruption, and most recently a Wall Street bailout for those few criminals who have gotten rich gaming the system – whew – take a breath big boy…

(sound like it’s high time to dig up Reagan’s corpse and put his deregulation and ‘trickle-down economics’ on trial – at least exhume – expose to light and fresh air - the lie that he told that what’s good for the very rich in this country is good for America)

Sorry.  I get carried away sometimes.  If you’ve read this far then I’m sure you understand.

Ok.  So here we are 5 days out, and, admitting the historical precedent, and the boost to our national ego and image abroad, what will change if Obama wins?  Capable as he is, is there anyone who really imagines he will be able to do all that needs to be done by himself?  I think psychologists call that kind of thinking – infantile, or regressive.  If the changes we want to see are going to happen at all, a lot more of us are  going to need to be more informed and more involved.

I am reminded of the people who went to anti-war rallies in the 1960’s.  Some went because it was the popular thing to do.  Some went for the women and the party.  And some went because they knew and cared passionately about the issues of their time.  And after the party, some stayed to do the much harder, unglamorous work of organizing and educating.  Those were the ones who made some difference.

We have an equivalent now, today, five days out.  Some are just along for the ride, thrilling as it is, and some (fewer) others are in it for the long haul, whatever the cost, and for however long it takes.

To really begin to address issues like global warming, the economy, health care, and endless war will take far more grass roots involvement – meaning giving these things that concern us all a higher priority than, say, cooking shows, American Idol, Survivor, or professional sports.

Admitted: this is no where near as easy as putting our hopes on one person to solve the problems that have taken root over the last 30 years.  

Obviously, to say that this country needs our sustained interest and attention and engagement is to point to a road that is not for the lazy, or easily discouraged.

Whatever happens next week, and in the months to come, here is solid ground: commitment to correcting the imbalances of the last 30 plus years; dedication to social justice (including holding public officials and those in the financial sector legally accountable), and being in it for the long term, regardless of the outcome of this or any other election.

I join many of you in being hopeful that, for once, what seems to be that rarest of public persons, a principled politician, will be elected to high office.  But I also have an image in mind of what is happening: it’s the image of a river with many of us being just swept along by events, with no control and so with great fear about where we may land.  The alternate view of this is the same river, same events, but seen from the side, from the riverbank, looking to change the direction of the river over the arc of time.   In contrast to just putting our hopes on one person, and hoping and fearing, whatever next week brings, this dedication is much more like solid ground.  And from there, I am not afraid.

The Nobel Prize winning economist, Amrita Sen has said, ‘The rate of change is increasing’, and I feel very encouraged when I hear this.  What used to take 5 or 10 or 20 years to accomplish can now be done in much less time.  Even more than change speeding up, though, I think there is an exponential increase of intelligence taking place in these times.  

When I read some of the bios of the writers and people commenting on the Huffington Post, for example, it gives me much hope for the future.  A long as we stay with it, together, I 

have real faith that we can find ways to solve even our most seemingly intractable problems.  

Julio Cortazar wrote: ‘Nothing is lost if we have the courage to proclaim it as lost, and to start again.’  Either in my lifetime, or in my children’s’ lifetimes, if we keep working, then I’m sure we will be able to reclaim what has been lost (or stolen) from our democracy, and we will be able to go forward from there.

To those of you who have read this far, courage and godspeed, and I hope to meet you down the road a bit.

