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Cup & Bread Ministry
Goodness, there are lot of different church denominations out there (100's)! But the aim of Cup & Bread ministry is to push aside our natural desire to promote differences, and instead "fix our eyes on Jesus." #
Remember - Jesus' apostles didn't have ANY church to choose from on that first Sunday when He rose from the dead...they just had Him! Shouldn't that be enough for us?
Still, to help you better appreciate where our various denominational brothers & sisters are "coming from," here is just a partial list of denominations and some simple belief summaries. Our list is not complete, and we do not list cults.* For questions, corrections, or additions, please write to Cup & Bread. Thank you!
Other than specific spiritual and biblical beliefs, the key difference among denominations is often how their decision making body is organized. For example, some are locally independent, and some are closely connected to a national organization with shared beliefs. In some churches, the pastor has fairly wide decision making powers, and in others a carefully defined process involves elected leaders who may share leadership with the pastor. We'll add pages to discuss this in the months to come.
Under "Denomination Name" in the table below, "M" and "L" mean:
M=Message Church; a church whose sermon/message is at the heart of the Sunday service; 
L=Liturgical Church, a church which has a sermon, but whose primary worship focus is the sharing of the Eucharist/Lord's Supper



#"Denomination" Name
m=message church
L= liturgy
Some Distinguishing features Which May be Different from Your Church Denomination
[but assume that all believe in Jesus Christ as God's Son, Risen Savior, Redeemer]*


Baptist (m)
Originating out of the Reformation (late 1500s, early 1600s) in England, was first called "Anabaptist (one who baptizes again)" because adults who had been baptized as infants were once again baptized. Today, Baptist Christians stress the importance of a "believers" baptism only for those old enough to make a personal decision to accept Christ as their personal Savior. Conversely, they do not agree with infant baptism. Baptism is by full immersion in water. 
http://www.utm.edu/martinarea/fbc/bfm.html


Methodist (m)
Based on the "methods" for itinerant evangelism developed by John Wesley and his followers in the mid-1700s. Wesley had been ordained a Priest in the Church of England, but was committed to revival preaching and evangelism unfamiliar to the existing church. 
http://demesan.simplenet.com/fountain_of_life/united_methodist/resource.htm


Presbyterian 
One of the two main church bodies (the other being "Reformed") created in the mid-1500s by followers of John Calvin. Calvin was a key leader in the Reformation after Martin Luther. The Presbyterian Church has its roots in Scotland. Calvinists believe in Predestination, the thought that Christian believers are predestined to choose or reject Christ right from birth. 
http://www.ovnet.com/userpages/mandrson/creeds.htm


Anglican (L)
Church of England, it is part of the "Episcopal" group of churches which includes the United States, led by their Bishops. The Archbishop of Canterbury heads the Anglican episcopate. The Church of England bishops broke off from the Roman Catholic leadership at the prodding of King Henry VIII in the mid-1500s. The King believed the monarchy should have sole leadership in the state-appointed church. Church services are almost identical to the Catholic Mass. 
http://easyweb.easynet.co.uk/~simonrundell/ChurchofEngland/


Episcopal (L)
First organized in 1789, Church of England (Anglican) followers needed an American version that could exist independent of England's involvement. Now, U.S. Episcopal churches in a geographic area (major cities and regions) are organized under the leadership of a bishop—hence, episcopate. In the U.S., the body of bishops jointly lead the Episcopal Church together with laity and clergy representatives.. 
http://WWW.EPISCOPALIAN.ORG


Assembly of God (m)
Many churches bear this name, and many relate back to the early 1900s in America (with over 2 million members). They are Pentecostal, believing the Bible to be infallible, and that receiving the Holy Spirit is evidenced by speaking in tongues. 
http://www.faithpark.com/singles/denom/assemgod.html


Nazarene (m)
The only reference we found was to the Nazarene Church which is part of the Apostolic Church tradition begun around 1850. A service we went to was very similar to most message churches: Praise music, announcements, Worship music, Scripture reading, sermon, and offering. 
http://www.nazarene.org/who.html


Church of Christ (m)
In my locality, the Church of Christ sees baptism as a prerequisite for receiving the Holy Spirit. (please send e-mail if this is not a representative insight) 
http://www.cris.com/~brcoc/coc.html


African Methodist-Episcopal (AME)
AME got its start in Philadelphia around 1787 when members of a local Episcopal church left over issues of racism. It became more officially organized in the early 1800s and now has over 3 million members. 
http://www.amenet.org/


Roman Catholic (L)
see Issues/Myths page and Catholic Christian page 
Or Visit: http://www.csn.net:80/advent/


Vineyard (m)
Here's what I read on their local website:
We think Sunday mornings should be relaxing, comfortable, and we encourage people to grab a cup of coffee and a donut before the service. We find that you don't have to be dressed in a suit to have God touch your life, and you don't have to act religious to learn something from the Bible that will help you live to the fullest. 
http://www.avc.vineyard.org/avc.html


Lutheran (L)
One of the original denominations emanating from the Reformation in the early 1500s (followers of Martin Luther). It was originally called the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession, and then just the Evangelical Church. It began in Germany and quickly spread in Scandinavia as well. Lutherans believe in infant baptism and the real bodily presence of Jesus “in, with, and under” the bread and wine of Holy Communion. 
http://www.thelutheran.org/weblogo.gif


Pentecostal (various) (m)
Some believe that "speaking in tongues" is evidence of receiving the Holy Spirit (please e-mail more information to us)


Congregational
Best known as Puritans (some came over on the Mayflower), Congregationalists probably started as "separationists" wanting to part with the Church of England. Congregationalists believe in the self-governing nature of the local congregation as opposed to any national body or episcopate of bishops. Some of our early state government charters and by-laws emulated Congregational structure. 
http://home.fuse.net/brownfield/


Eastern Orthodox
See our Orthodox Christian page. 
http://www.ocf.org/OrthodoxPage/
http://www.goarch.org/


Reformed
Similar to Presbyterian as begun by followers of John Calvin in the 1500s. Their view of the Eucharist (Holy Communion) is different from Roman Catholics and Lutherans. Calvinists consider the bread and wine merely symbolic, and not the actual, or transformed body and blood of Christ. 
http://netministries.org/rca/reformed.htm


Friends (Quaker)
Friends originating in England in the mid-1600s did not believe in having Clergy (pastors), liturgy (traditional worship services), or sacraments (such as baptism or Lord's Supper). They were heavily persecuted for defying the Church of England. Even early settlers in America were considered heretics. They preferred to have silent "meeting" gatherings without an designated or ordained clergy-person directing worship. One tradition said that an early leader of the movement challenged a judge to "tremble" at the thought of God, if that judge would persecute Friends - and the judge dubbed him a "Quaker" as a result. 
http://www.cis.ohio-state.edu/hypertext/faq/usenet/Quaker-faq/faq-doc-2.html


Top of Chart
This table will stay active as we hear from site visitors. We'll soon add links to web sites administered by the denominations themselves so you can get direct, accurate information.
*Of course, Cup & Bread ministry does not list cults in this fellowship of believers (even though some include "Jesus" in their name). "Religions" that deny Jesus' deity, or have created written substitutes that supersede the Bible, or teach that eternal life can be "earned" individually, etc., cannot "blend" with the teachings of Christianity. But we'll keep praying for their them, in God's love, that they'll hear the Good News and benefit just as other non-believers might.
TOP of Page 



