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10. Ibid., 1:272-273.

11. I have tried to unfold in Chapter Eight of Don’t Waste Your Life how
secular jobs can be pursued to the glory of Christ (Wheaton, Ill.:
Crossway Books, 2003, 131-154). I would also commend Gene Edward
Veith’s God at Work: Your Christian Vocation in All of Life (Wheaton,
Ill: Crossway Books, 2002).

12. Three other examples of how prayer is designed by God to keep us for
eternal life: 1) In Luke 21:36 Jesus says, “But stay awake at all times,
praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that are
going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 2) Jesus
prayed in Luke 22:32 for God to keep Peter from utter apostasy. After
saying that Peter would deny him three times, Jesus said, “But I have
prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And you, when you have
turned again, strengthen your brothers.” This is the way we should pray
for ourselves and each other. It is God the Father who decisively keeps,
but we have a dependent role to play: We pray. 3) In John 17:11 Jesus
prays, “Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given
me” (see also vv. 12-15).
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the mighty power of God. Whenever we need constancy in our
faith, we must have recourse to prayer, and as our prayers are
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the laziness, such the coldness of our makeup, that none can
succeed in praying as he ought without the prompting of the
Spirit of God. We are so inclined to lose heart, and be diffident
that none dares to call God ‘Father’, unless the same Spirit puts
the Word into us. From the Spirit, we receive the gift of real
concern, ardor, forcefulness, eagerness, confidence that we
shall receive—all these, and finally those groanings which
cannot be uttered, as Paul writes (Romans 8:26). Jude does well
indeed to say that no one can pray as he ought to pray, unless
the Spirit direct him. (John Calvin, A Harmony of the Gospels
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Matthew, Mark and Luke and the Epistles of James and Jude,
vol. 3, trans. A. W. Morrison [Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans,
1972], 334-335)

14. I think this “becoming more real to us” is what Paul teaches us to pray
for in Ephesians 3:17-19 when he prays “that you, being rooted and
grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints
what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all
the fullness of God.”

15. Law, A Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life, 154.

16. We might enlarge on this first petition with words like these: “O Lord,
please grant that your glory be honored . . . your holiness be
reverenced . . . your greatness be admired . . . your power be praised
. . . your truth be sought . . . your wisdom be esteemed . . . your beauty
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on . . . your justice be respected . . . your wrath be feared . . . your
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17. Law, A Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life, 153.
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Soon,” in An Anthology of Romanticism, ed. Ernest Bernbaum (New
York: The Ronald Press Company, 1948), 236. “Sordid boon” is an
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disillusioning.
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ed., The Valley of Vision: A Collection of Puritan Prayers and
Devotions (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1975).

22. Wheaton, Ill.: Crossway Books, 1997.

23. Similarly Phillips Brooks said, “The more we watch the lives of men, the
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The Candle of the Lord and Other Sermons (New York: E. Dutton and
Company, 1881), 207.

24. Piper, A Hunger for God, 21-23.

25. Law, A Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life, 112. Don’t take the
word comfortable here to mean luxurious and easy. The biblical and
eighteenth-century meaning of comfort is inner peace and strength that
may in fact lead us to endure some very uncomfortable circumstances
for Christ’s sake.

26. “For each other” means that the benefit of joy goes both ways: Praying
for others can often help to lift your own darkness. In our depression
and dark seasons the greatest temptation is to become increasingly alone
and isolated. Turning ourselves outward in prayer for others, even when
we don’t feel we have anything to give, can have a wonderful effect on
the soul, and the clouds may soon lift.

CHAPTER ELEVEN

HOW TO WIELD THE WORLD IN THE FIGHT FOR JOY

1. C. S. Lewis, “Meditation in a Toolshed,” in God in the Dock (Grand
Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 1970), 212.

2. Some philosophers of science, like Michael Ruse, say they believe
morality is no more than a biological survival development, but I doubt
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are hands and feet and teeth. Considered as a rationally justifiable set
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“Evolutionary Theory and Christian Ethics,” in The Darwinian
Paradigm (London: Routledge, 1989), 262-269.

3. C. S. Lewis, “Transposition,” in The Weight of Glory and Other
Addresses (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 1949), 26. “I suspect that,
save by God’s direct miracle, spiritual experience can never abide
introspection. If even our emotions will not do so, (since the attempt to
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