More food for thought - On world view

I recall reading early books about Tibetan Buddhism (the branch of Buddhism where mantra has flourished).  They referred to the Tibetan Tradition as “Magical Buddhism”, and in a way they were right.

The starting point for much of the prayer, visualization and mantra in the Tibetan Tradition is what can be called a magical world view.

A magical world view, wherever it is found: 

· asserts levels of reality beyond the physical world

· and that there can be interaction between the different levels

· in a magical world view, thought, or more particularly focused thought, is considered a creative force, a world changing force, to a much greater extent than is commonly believed.

· often in a magical world view, spirits (of different types) can be called on for assistance in various matters, and they will come - ancestors, saints, forms of divine beings, such as angels or bodhisattvas, or saviors

· sometimes in a magical world view, the whole world is thought to be alive, sentient

Magic, in it’s most general sense, is changing the outside world by changing something in the inside world.  This is often accomplished by ritual, or by prayer, meditation, the use of mantra, or a combination of these.
